The focus is on the method used for the documentation of the murder or disappearance of civilians. Killing and "disappearing" civilians are only part of a standing list of abuses which are included in the international instruments of human rights, although these two abuses are the ones most easily documented, the most reported, and the most often cited in the popular debate about EI Salvador.
EI Salvador is a country in civil war. For a small country of only five million people, the destruction in human life and national resources is staggering. Human rights organizations state that over 40,000 civilians have died in political murders and 3,000 more are disappeared victlms.! Internal refugees, in camps and dislocated throughout the countryside, number over 500,000. On this latter figure the human rights groups and the State Department are in accord.' The external refugees include 750,000 in exile in other 2. Chief legislation is § S02B(b) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, which provides no security assistance may be provided to any country which engages in a con--sistent pattern of gross violations of human rights. Pub. l. No. 87-195, 75 Stat. 424 (1961) 
